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Nottingham Guild of Magicians – Additional Information


The Nottingham Guild of Magicians
The Arts Centre

Ponds Hill Lane

Arnold, Nottingham 

Thank you for registering an interest in The Nottingham Guild of Magicians. 

This letter provides an overview of the Guild’s purpose and activities, tells you what’s involved in becoming a member, and gives you a little bit of our history.
The Guild’s Purpose & Objectives
· To provide meetings for all people seriously interested in the art of magic.

· To provide a forum for the interchange of ideas and training in the skills and crafts of magic.

· To promote the practice of magic and its presentation as an entertainment.

Joining the Guild
To join the Guild you will need to complete and submit an Application form (either supplied with this letter or available from our website – see below).

You will be invited to attend a formal meeting with the Committee, where you will be interviewed to establish that you have a genuine interest in magic, and asked to provide a short demonstration of magic – one or two effects is usual.

If you are successful at this interview, you will be invited back to perform a live audition in front of the Guild members at the start one of the meetings. The Guild members will then vote on whether to accept you as a member, on the basis of your magic ability and technique, your presentation, and appearance. The vote is carried out by ‘secret ballot’ and you will be informed of the decision within a week of your audition. Until you have been accepted as a member, you are not entitled to attend any closed Guild meetings.

There is an audition fee of £15, which is non-refundable and entitles you to one audition and one re-try (should you be unsuccessful first time round). If you require a third audition, you will have to pay the full audition fee again.

When you are accepted as a Guild member you will be required to pay a full year’s membership fee.  The Guild’s current fees can be found on our website.

You will then receive a Welcome Pack, a membership card, and gain full access to the members, facilities and lectures offered by the Guild.

What next?
Please see our website at www.NottinghamGuildOfMagicians.co.uk, and feel free to contact any of the Committee members for a further chat, to ask any other queries you may have, or to clarify anything contained in this letter.

We look forward to receiving your application form and inviting you to an interview and audition, but most of all, we look forward to welcoming you as a fully-fledged member of The Nottingham Guild of Magicians.

The Guild’s History

The Nottingham Guild of Magicians was founded in 1939 at the well-known theatrical store, The Sign of Four Theatre Shop, which was located on Derby Road. The founding members were all amateurs and professionals, enthusiastically looking for regular place to talk magic, and they found one in the formation of the Guild.

The Guild was located here throughout the War, although attendance fluctuated due to a number of members being called up. Those that were not on active service played a vital role in entertaining the people of Nottingham and members of visiting armed forces. 

As membership numbers increased during the 40’s & 50’s, the Guild needed bigger premises and moved to the YMCA in the city centre. In 1979 the Guild moved to its present Headquarters at The Arts Centre in Arnold, supported by Gedling Borough Arts Association.

Currently the Guild meets each first and third Thursday in every month, excluding August (when the Guild is closed), and December and January (when we meet only once per month). At these meetings the Guild presents lecturers from all over the world, workshops, demonstra​tions, practical discussions, and competitions; everything that enables our members to learn, practice and improve their skills in the art of magic as an enter​tainment.

At present there are around 50 members ranging from 14 years old to almost 90! Numbers fluctuate from year to year depending on magic’s popularity at the time, and the Guild saw some of its lowest numbers during the early 90’s when magic took a downward trend in the public’s eye. Thankfully due to the popularity of Harry Potter, David Blaine, Derren Brown and a new brand of talented TV magicians, magic is very much high profile again.

Members of the Guild come from all walks of life – including radio presenters, teachers, doctors, chemists, solicitors, taxi drivers and plumbers.

The Guild is always welcoming new members into its secretive fold, and embraces anyone with a genuine interest in magic. Professional, amateur or the just an eager hobbyist, everyone is welcome and will greatly benefit from their membership.
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